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Good morning. I would like to firstly thank you all for trusting me and supporting me in the role of 

President for another year. When we had our last AGM, we were in the final throes of finalising our 

conference, ‘Saving Our Unborn’. I can say from all the feedback we received, that it was very 

successful, although a lot of work. We had National Speakers from RTLWA, Family Life 

International, Australian Christian Lobby and Billings Life WA. It made for a very informative day 

and created a lot of discussion. 

After the conference was over, we were all looking forward to taking a deep breath and slowing 

down the pace in our heads a bit. I actually got to put some order back into my home office, so it was 

very nice to see the floor again. 

As much as our committee was looking forward to the Christmas break for some relaxation and time 

with our families, it didn’t turn out that way for some of us. Though we had our break from HLPS, 

our committee and some of our families had been struck down with various serious health problems 

and hospital stays. As I write this report, it is still continuing for some of us, today…. 

When 2026 started for HLPS, we were just as tired as before the Christmas break. However, keeping 

our families and ourselves in mind, we still continued to do our best for HLPS, and I really think we 

are doing a pretty good job. I thank all who prayed for us and continue to pray for us…. 

Tasmania made “Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD)” legal on Oct 23rd, 2023. A review panel was 

chosen for VAD in February this year. So naturally our thoughts immediately turned onto the 

Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) Review. All submissions needed to be in by June 26th 2026, so we 

didn’t have much time to get our information together. This has  een a challenging time, trying to 

ensure we got our message across to the review panel. The reason I say this is because when Lorraine 

Dooley (Secretary) my husband and I attended an open forum on VAD in June of this year, we found 

it to be very biased.  
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There was not one person on the Review Panel who was objective. Although it was very 

poorly-attended, the majority supported VAD. We were 3 of maybe a dozen people who were against 

it. It left us concerned about how there could be a fair outcome.  

Personally, I thought “why are we even bothering;” however, I snapped out of that pretty quickly and 

realised that this is what this review panel and some of the general public would like us to do, and 

that is give up!  

We didn’t, and we won’t give up. Our submission went in on schedule; now we wait for the outcome, 

which could also take up to another 12 months. We have been supported by independent individuals 

from interstate, one being an Emeritus Professor of Law and former Dean of Law at the University of 

Notre Dame Australia. Other prolife organisations, such as ACL Tasmania, RTLNSW,  RTLAUST, 

have also supported us and have been of great benefit…. We continue to advocate for all life, from 

the unborn to the disabled, the elderly and for all those who have reached the end of natural life. 

On a lighter note, our Virtual Assistant, Kathy Clubb, who is based in Victoria, keeps doing a 

marvellous job for us through the website and social media. She has truly helped put us on the map. I 

am receiving more communication from other prolife organisations and also individuals wanting 

more information and asking how they can help due to finding our website. The website and social 

media are doing the job we hoped they would do. We might never see the people we are helping, but 

just knowing we are contributing in helping them, is all we need to know. If you haven’t seen our 

website, you will find the address on our brochures. 

You will get the latest world and national news on abortion and VAD, as well as finding support 

organisations for all three areas we advocate for and much more…You can also go to Facebook and 

Instagram and search for the Human Life Protection Society, and if you are on social media, please 

like and share our posts. The engagement really does help us become more prominent.  

We continue to produce our Newsletter, quarterly. We have received plenty of positive feedback, 

which shows us we are on the right track. This newsletter is our major way of keeping all our 

members, as well as politicians and the general public up to date with what we have done in the 

previous months and also what we plan to do in the future…. 

Just in the last couple of weeks, we have been able to secure a venue at the Springhaven Life Style 

Village to show the documentary “Born Alive, Left to Die”, which has been produced by ACL. We 

are very grateful that we have been given this opportunity free of charge. I invite you to take an 

invitation today and RSVP me at the email on the flyer… 

I would like to thank the committee I have been working with this past year, especially our office 

bearers: Vice President, Josephine Dare; Secretary, Lorraine Dooley; and our Treasurer, Judy Elliss. I 

thank all the members and everyone who supports us through their prayers. I would like to thank all 



the parishes that have continually supported us in advertising HLPS in their parish newsletters, 

putting out our brochures, and also for the Parish Priests who allow us to speak in their parishes. 

The founders of HLPS, back in 1972, made a point of ensuring that we could not be seen as just a 

Catholic organisation and opened memberships to all denominations.  We continue following that 

line of thinking and welcome everybody who has the same pro-life values as HLPS. 

I really do understand that these issues are difficult to talk about, however, we can’t just stand by and 

take the easy way out. We all need to stand up and be counted for the truth and for what is right! We 

need to save the unborn babies from abortion; we need to save all those who are dying and thinking 

of choosing to access VAD. We have nothing to be afraid of, when we speak out. We are entitled to 

have our voices heard. 

We still have so much work to do, and we can’t do it on our own. So, I ask you to seriously consider 

joining or, even one step further, if you are already a member, ask to be nominated for the committee, 

(You can do that today). We need new faces on the Committee who will help us defeat this culture of 

death that has been created. If you can’t join the committee we ask you to be active in getting the 

word out that we stand for LIFE. We need people who are not afraid to speak up and stand up for 

what is right, and that is to protect human life from conception to natural death. No qualifications 

required other than the desire to protect life. 

We now have 83 members. We need to continue to grow, to show strength in numbers to our Federal 

and State governments and all the prochoice groups. We will not stand idle and let the value of life 

diminish into a disposable culture in our State and in our Country. Brochures continue to be sent out 

to all churches in Tasmania, along with our prayer cards and business cards. These are also available 

for you today. 

It might seem that we have only been focusing on VAD this year; however, we do continue to work 

in advocating for the unborn and supporting people with disabilities. We can’t afford to lose our focus 

on any of these matters. I encourage all of you to reach out to families and friends and encourage 

them to join our cause, and join the Human Life Protection Society….. 

My final words are… that we might feel we are fighting a losing battle, BUT we are not. We might 

think we are a small cog in the wheel; however, we are not. We are growing each waking moment. 

We are still part of the bigger picture that fights for Life…God is right there with us every step of the 

way, God holds the map, and we can’t lose sight of that. God is the only one who can see the bigger 

picture. Let us stay true to our faith (no matter what denomination that might be) and our beliefs. 

Please keep up the prayers for the support of our causes, the unborn, people with disabilities and the 

people who have reached the end of their natural life… Please continue to keep our committee 

members in your prayers. 



 

Just before I hand over to our Treasurer, I would just like to remind you that we do have Membership 

Forms available.  

If you are struggling with financial hardship, please don’t let that stop you from joining. You can 

approach me or anyone on our committee. If you wish to be nominated for the committee, those 

forms are available. If you wish to take home a copy of our submission, please ask anyone on the 

committee. 

Once again, thank you, everyone… 

I will now ask our Treasurer, Judy Elliss, to give her report. 

We will get on with the election of the committee for 2026 - 2027 shortly and I welcome our 

scrutineer – Mary-Anne Johnson. The present committee members are now released from their 

positions till after the election. 


