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History 

The Human Life Protection Society commenced in the mid-1970s as Right to Life 
Tasmania. It wasn’t until the mid-1980s that the name was changed to what it is today, 
the Human Life Protection Society. 

After being in the society for over thirty (30) years I have seen many changes, 
especially this year. Reverend Father Gerald Quinn worked for many years in holding 
cake stalls in South Hobart and Moonah as well as organising prayers for mothers and 
their unborn children in several churches in the Moonah area. Many monetary 
donations were received from the general public for the intention of purchasing a home 
for pregnant mothers and their unborn children who were facing homelessness or 
fleeing abusive relationships. 

The Society, after careful consideration, realised at this point in time that purchasing 
and operating a property for mothers facing crisis pregnancies was not financially 
viable. However, this long-held hope of purchasing a property for this cause may be 
realised in the future.  

As President of the Society for the past 12 months I have seen many things 
accomplished. I wish to acknowledge the tremendous work that Rev Fr Gerald Quinn 
did for so many years with grateful thanks.  

Premises and Storage 

Last year the Society vacated its previous premises in the McDougal Building in 
Elderslie Road, Battery Point as our lease would expire in December 2023. The records 
from the office, and publications and newsletters were sent to the Archdiocese of 
Hobart office in Tower Road, New Town for storage and we thank them for their 
generosity. 

Proposals 

Proposal 1: As the Society at this time was not able to provide a home for mothers 
facing crisis pregnancy, we decided to approach Catholic Care with them to present us 
a proposal that would assist pregnant mothers in need. After careful consideration by 
the Society, we decided to reject their proposal as it would only assist one mother and 
her child for a short period of time.  

Proposal 2: Esthers Australia were invited to give their insight in what they do to support 
pregnant mothers. Their presentation to the Society was positively received, however, 



upon reading their proposal in detail we saw that monies given would be absorbed by 
administrative purposes and not entirely channelled into practical help for mothers. The 
Society thanked Esthers Australia for coming from Queensland to speak to the 
committee however we decided to reject this proposal. 

 



Proposal 3: Ms Diana Hutchinson suggested that we contact Page Seager legal 
services (Mr Christopher Ryan) who could suggest a grant/trusteeship system. On 
consideration it was decided that the Society would reject this proposal as a grant 
system would require members of the committee to administer it. The trusteeship would 
involve expenses to setup and the Society would have little input as to where the 
monies would be allocated as it would be a separate body to the Society. This, 
however, may be further looked at in the future. 

Donations 

It was decided to give monetary donations to like-minded organisations and individuals 
so that the Society could actively help the prolife cause in various ways. Monies were 
donated to the Australian Christian Lobby (ACL), Right to Life Australia, and Professor 
Joanna Howe. Prof Howe, who works at the University of South Australia, recently 
exposed the issue that parents who deliberately kill their unborn babies via late term 
abortion are entitled to a payment of $4,255.10 taxpayer dollars through the Stillborn 
Parenting Payment from the Federal Government.  

Correspondence 

Outgoing Emails:  

An email was sent to the chaplaincy at the University of Tasmania to inform and 
encourage young people who uphold prolife ideals to attend the Annual General 
Meeting. 

Emails of support were sent to Senators Matt Canavan and Alex Antic respectively. We 
wrote to both senators to show our support in their stand to introduce a bill to protect 
babies born alive after a failed abortion who are left to die without any medical care. 

Outgoing Letters: 

A letter was sent to the former Honourable Ms Elise Archer MP stating the Society’s 
concern to hear that a euthanasia telehealth bill was to be discussed by the Attorney 
Generals of the States and to voice our opposition of this bill. 

A letter was sent to the Honourable Mr Brian Mitchell MP, Member for Lyons, stating the 
Society’s opposition to the plan to allow free abortion in Australia.  

A letter was sent to the Office of the United Nations, High Commissioner for Human 
Rights at the United Nations that our Society is abhorred by France’s push for the 
European Union to guarantee the right to an abortion in its Charter of Fundamental 
Rights. 

Website 

I would like to thank Mrs Anne Sherston, Public Officer, Mrs Lorraine Dooley, Secretary, 
and Mr Larry Dooley, committee member, for giving so much of their time and energy to 
develop a new website for the Society. I also must thank Mr Bill Wisoky, Treasurer, for 



his initial input as well as the web designer Sipla Thomas who put together our ideas 
and set up with website. The new website can be accessed by www.hlpstas.com.au. 

Membership Pamphlet 

I would like to thank Mrs Zophia Mamic for her interest in preparing our new 
membership pamphlet (a work in progress at present). These will be sent to churches 
and other relevant organisations to make the Society known. 

Constitutional Changes 

A general meeting of the Society duly convened and was held on the 3rd of June 2024. 
Special resolution details are: 

Rule 13: Delete and substitute with the following; The Public Officer shall at least 
fourteen (14) days before the date fixed for holding a general meeting of the Society, 
cause to be sent to each member of the Society a notice in writing specifying the place, 
date and time for the holding of the meeting. 

Rule 37: If upon winding up of the association there remains property, the same shall 
not be paid or distributed among the members. It shall be given to or transferred to a 
public benevolent institution within the meaning of the Income Tax Assessment Act 
1936 and whose objects are similar to those of the members by resolution determined. 
These resolutions were approved by the members. 

Memorial 

The Mercy Memorial at the Richmond Cemetery was erected by the Catholic Women’s 
League Tasmania in 2017. It was installed as a memorial to honour babies lost to 
abortion. The memorial will be added to the website as a place for people to visit. 

Mass 

A mass will be celebrated on the 12th of December 2024 at 6:00pm on the Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe by his Grace Julian Porteous, Archbishop of Hobart. Following, 
there will be a light supper in the Cathedral parish centre. 

Thanks 

I would like to thank the Secretary, Mrs Lorraine Dooley, for her professional work in 
preparing the minutes and agendas for each meeting and being a support to me as 
President. I thank our Treasurer, Mr Bill Wisoky, for the preparation of the monthly 
Treasurer’s report. Thank you to all the members who have given their ideas and input 
in any way to the smooth running of the Society, it has been very much appreciated. 

Closing 

Thank you all very much for your attendance, prayers and practical support for prolife 
causes. Thinking about the future, I encourage all young people who uphold prolife 
values to join the Society so they can be a voice for the voiceless and carry the 
message forward. 

http://www.hlpstas.com.au

