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President’s Winter Message: Welcome to our winter edition of the 

HLPS Newsletter. I hope you and your loved ones are all keeping warm and are 

well. 

Voluntary Assisted Dying [VAD]is under review in Tasmania.  HLPS are focusing 

on VAD, and we need your help. 

We as Christians need to put a stop to this culture of death. We need to start 

speaking out and standing for what is right in this world. There is already too much death through 

abortion; why in the world has it come to the point where we can choose to end our own lives or have 

someone else make that choice for us? What is the difference between this and suicide or murder? Is it 

only because it is written on a piece of paper that makes it legal? 

VAD isn’t only directed at the elderly who are at the end of their lives, but also at the young, middle-

aged, people with mental illness, dementia, and the list just continues. It is a very slippery slope. Please 

read the couple of articles we have further in this issue and see how we have become a disposable society. 

We need to be strong and stand up for our Christian values. Our faith teaches us Do Not Kill, so why are 

we allowing it! The pro-choice voices seem to be louder than ours, but they don’t have to be. We also 

have loud voices, so let’s make some noise and let our politicians know we do not agree with Voluntary 

Assisted Dying. 

We are stronger in numbers, so please, let’s make a difference. 

Anne Sherston 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Psalm 139:13-14 “For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made...” 

Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born, I consecrated 

you...” 

God who is the author of life has willed every human being to be created. As Creator, He allows life to be 

formed when a man and a woman unite themselves and become procreators. Thus, conception takes place 

and life begins in the womb of the mother. It is indeed a miracle considering that not all intimate union 

between spouses prosper no matter how they may have tried. In the same token, such human life has every 

right to live and be loved from the very beginning of its existence to the end of their natural life.    

Sr Ging MLCC – St Pauls Parish Bridgewater/Brighton Tasmania 

 

https://www.hlpstas.com.au/


 
 
 
 

The Masses for the unborn this year will continue to be celebrated three 

monthly at Our Lady of Victories Shrine, 12 Ashbolt Crescent, 

Lutana, Tasmania 7009. 

The next upcoming Mass for the Unborn is on June 20th at Midday.  

The following Mass will be on September 19th, 2026. I encourage 

everyone to attend if at all possible. We need to keep pushing on, and the 

only way to do this is through prayer and action. For evil to triumph, is 

for good people to do nothing. So, let’s storm heaven with our daily 

prayer and also by getting together for Mass on the dates above. 

 
 
 

GRIEF AFTER A PREGNANCY LOSS 

 
We all experience grief in some form, however, not all grief is the same. Some are harder to work through 

than others. If you have experienced a pregnancy loss of any kind, miscarriage, stillborn and even abortion, 

you will know exactly what I mean.  

 

That grief is so difficult to explain to someone who hasn’t been through a pregnancy loss. The grief is so 

deep, you don’t think you could ever reach it. The regret and guilt, only compounds that grief. So, that 

grief just continues to grow. 

 

During that waiting period, there are many emotions that a woman can go through. A woman can become 

powerless from fear. She needs someone to help her process her thoughts, her feelings, but she is trapped, 

she doesn’t know who to trust.  

 

The danger of not having someone to talk to about how she is feeling could lead her down a devastating 

path of self-harm. A person can turn to drugs, alcohol, promiscuity, suicidal thoughts, eating disorders, 

depression and so much more.  

 

The Human Life Protection Society is working on running an afternoon event for those affected by 

pregnancy loss, which will be open to both women and men. We are planning this for later in the year. If 

you are interested in attending, please email Anne at president@hlpstas.com.au Please be assured this will 

be handled confidentially.  

  

mailto:president@hlpstas.com.au


PROLIFE NEWS  
 

Esthers Australia: “Following a Special General Meeting of members, a decision 

has been made to formally cease operations of ESTHERS Australia and begin the 

process of closing the organisation. 

Over the years, ESTHERS has had the privilege of walking alongside so many 

women in their most vulnerable moments - and because of that, there are babies 

here today who otherwise may not have been.”  

HLPS would like to thank Gaye James for all the hard work she and her staff over 

the years have put into Esthers Australia. We wish Gaye all the very best for her future endeavours. 
 

THE SOCIETY at WORK 
  

 

NATIONAL AND LOCAL NEWS 
 
Voluntary Assisted Dying [VAD] is a slippery slope, and no one can really say differently. Which 

direction do we want our society to go? Where are the stringent guide lines that are meant to be in 

place? Are they being followed in every case that is put forward? We need everyone to help put a stop to 

this culture of death which is becoming the norm. From conception to natural death, everyone has a 

right to live. The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the way. Who are we to say who lives 

or dies! If our parents aborted us, we wouldn’t be here today living life in the best way we can. Some 

people have very high profiles in society, still, they advocate for abortion or euthanasia, we need to ask 

the question, WHY?  

Neale Daniher was a very high-profile footballer who passed away very recently. He fought MND for 

thirteen years and always had a positive attitude towards life and made it possible for funds to be raised 

to assist all those that are suffering the same. Neale fought the good fight and people surrounded him 

with love and all the support he needed.  

Magda Szubanski AO is a very well-known comedian and actor. Magda was diagnosed with a very 

rare aggressive blood cancer in May 2025. Magda has gone through all the treatment she needed to in 

the past 12 months, and is now in remission.  

These two high profile people show us that there is a reason to continue living. There is no need to 

choose VAD because you have received a terminally ill diagnosis.  
 

The Voluntary Assisted Dying Legislation: A review of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Legislation 

is being conducted till October 2026. A panel has been selected to review the END-OF-LIFE Choices 

(Voluntary Assisted Dying) Act 2021. The review panel consists of  

• Professor Emerita the Honourable Kate Warner (former Governor of Tasmania and legal expert) 

• Professor Ben White (QUT expert in end-of-life law) 

• Professor Michael Ashby (palliative care expert)  

Submissions are now being accepted till Oct 2026.  

The HLPS is registered as a participant in the review. The HLPS have a subcommittee preparing a 

submission and will submit in due course. You may also like to prepare your own submissions and 

submit it to vad@health.tas.gov.au or mail to: Voluntary Assisted Dying Commission, Department of 

Health, GPO Box 125, Hobart, Tasmania, 7000 

This is a great opportunity to ‘protect our most vulnerable’ which is all we are about. 
 

 

Our fragile humanity needs to realise that the VAD mentality is becoming the ‘norm.’ 

Please email any queries or responses to Anne Sherston, president@hlpstas.com.au  
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AUSTRALIA: A popular talk-back radio personality has taken his life via assisted suicide after battling 

cancer for two years. James Valentine, 64, had been an ABC announcer for 30 years, although he 

recently retired to concentrate on his cancer treatment. Valentine was an outspoken advocate for assisted 

dying. His family’s statement read, “Throughout his illness, James did it his way, which lasted all the 

way until the end when he made the choice to do Voluntary Assisted Dying.” Read the rest here 
 

 

Annaliese Holland will die in months. Here is what she wants you to know –  
By David Marchese 
March 29th 2026 
 

26-year-old Annaliese Holland will end her life within months through assisted suicide in Adelaide. Her 

story has been appearing in mainstream media, leading to concerns that her case is glamorising 

assisted suicide. An excerpt from an ABC news article and a video from news.com are provided below. 

Even when a patient like Annaliese has to endure severe suffering, it is never morally justified for them 

to take their own life. Likewise, doctors who assists in such a case are killing their patients, rather than 

abiding by their oath to protect life. 

It is tragic that instead of peacefully living out her final days with her friends and family, in a spirit of 

acceptance, Annaliese has been encouraged to take her own life. 

In Short: 

Annaliese Holland will end her life within months through voluntary assisted dying 

in Adelaide.  

The 26 year old has been living with Autoimmune Autonomic Ganglionopathy since 

she was 18. 

Read: https://www.hlpstas.com.au/young-south-australian-to-die-by-assisted-

suicide/  
 

CALVARY UPHOLDING THE DIGNITY OF LIFE AT EVERY STAGE  

The following statement is from Tony Brennan, the Regional Director of Mission at  Calvary St John’s 

hospital. In it, Mr. Brennan explains the philosophy underpinning calvary’s decision to not provide 

assisted-suicide services in its hospitals. 

“At the heart of calvary’s mission is a deep and enduring belief in the inherent dignity of every human 

life. This dignity does not depend on health, independence or productivity. It is present from the beginning 

of life to its natural end, and it is never lost through illness, disability, ageing or vulnerability. 

Calvary exists to heal where possible, to care always, and to never intentionally cause death. Our 

understanding of care is grounded in the belief that every life is worthy of compassion, respect and 

protection, especially when people are at their most fragile. 

Importantly, calvary will never block or interfere with a person’s lawful choice to access VAD 

elsewhere. Nor do we turn away from people who raise questions about it. When someone in our 

care expresses interest in VAD, we respond with respect, sensitivity and compassion. We listen. We 

remain present. We continue to care. 

In all that we do, we seek to affirm this truth: every life matters, every person matters, and dignity is 

never lost.” https://www.hlpstas.com.au/calvary-upholding-the-dignity-of-life-at-every-stage/ 
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WEBSITE 
 

In March of this year Kathy Clubb our Virtual Assistant, went to the USA to attend a UN event on 

behalf of Endeavour Forum. We were very glad to hear from Kathy on her return. This report is based 

on a side-event at the UN’s 70th Commission on the Status of Women, held in New York during March 

9–19, 2026. The topic of the event was “Gender equality makes families thrive” and was presented by a 

panel of Nordic ministers for gender equality. The video of this talk can be accessed here at UN web 

TV. For more about Endeavour Forum’s work at the UN, please click here.  

The following link is a radio interview Kathy did with Vision Media, which talks about the trip more 

broadly: https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/observations-from-a-visit-to-the-united-

nations/id1521967020?i=1000760459392 
 
We thank Kathy for a job well done. Kathy is always a wealth of knowledge and we really appreciate all 

that she does for HLPS through our website and social media.   

 

The website continues to be updated and continues to grow with more information from around the world. 

Providing international news on the three main areas of focus for the Human Life Protection Society, with 

links that are published each day, helps all of us to keep abreast of the pro-life news from around the 

world. Please go to https://www.hlpstas.com.au/pro-life-news-from-around-the-world/      

 

Facebook and Social Media platforms continue to gain interest. This is always a good sign that our 

message is getting out there. We continue to bring you the current pro-life issues through Facebook and 

Instagram.  Like our page by going to HERE: 
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DATES FOR 2026 
 

June 01st – Committee Mtg 
June 20th – Mass for the Unborn at Our 

Lady of Victories, Lutana,  

Time: Midday 

July 06th – Committee Mtg 

Aug 03rd – AGM 

Sept 07th – Committee Mtg 

Sept 19th – Mass for the Unborn at Our Lady of Victories, Lutana, Time: Midday 

Oct 05th – Committee Mtg 

Nov 02nd – Committee Mtg 

Dec 07th – Final Committee Mtg for 2026  

Dec 12th – Mass for the Feast of Guadalupe at Our Lady of Victories, Lutana, Time: Midday 

 

 
 
 
 

  

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS: You are all invited to our AGM 

on Monday Aug 3rd 2026. Venue: St Francis Xavier Church Hall, 

Anglesea St, South Hobart. Time: 11am. Light Lunch will be provided. 

Plenty of private parking available. 

 



INTERNATIONAL NEWS    
FRANCE: President Macron is pushing for proposed assisted 

suicide legislation to be kept alive, despite it being defeated twice 
by the Senate. The bill has passed both times in the National 
Assembly, leading to fears that the Senate could be bypassed in 
order to pass the bill. Bishop Marc Aillet of Bayonne, Lescar, and 

Oloron has requested a day of prayer and fasting and to oppose the proposed law: “We must ask 
for the light of the Holy Spirit so that the commandment ‘Thou shalt not kill’ remains at the heart 
of our laws and our civilisation.” Read the rest here  
 

 

MALTA: Abortion advocates have installed locked boxes containing chemical abortion drugs around the 

country to circumvent the nation’s anti-abortion laws. Mothers less than 9 weeks pregnant are able to 
contact the box owners to receive email instructions and access the abortion drugs at one of fifteen 
locations across Malta. Abortion is currently illegal in Malta unless the mother’s life is in danger, (which 
pro-life doctors believe never necessitates an abortion) but remains illegal in all other cases, including 
rape and incest. Read the rest here 
 

 

UK: Kim Leadbeater’s highly controversial assisted-suicide bill has failed to pass in the House of Lords. 

The bill met with massive opposition from 131 peers with another 80 putting forward and signing 
amendments. Support for the bill among politicians and in the public decreased over time as more 
people came to understand the flaws in the bill and learned of its procedural manipulation. Read the 
rest here 

 

 

UK: A baby who contracted a virus while in the womb was given a blood transfusion – the earliest ever  

provided to an unborn baby in the UK. When his mother was 16 weeks pregnant, her baby boy 
contracted parovirus, causing him severe anaemia. While parovirus is generally harmless, it can be 
serious for unborn babies, and in this case, led to heart failure in the child. The life-saving blood 
transfusion was administered and today, baby Arthur is a thriving one-year-old. Read the rest here 
 

 

CANADA: A Catholic priest recovering from surgery was offered euthanasia twice by staff, despite 

them knowing he is against the practice. The 79-year-old was recovering from a hip fracture sustained 
from a fall, and says he was shocked to be offered euthanasia by both a doctor and a nurse. The 
hospital’s chaplain said, “This must surely be among the most appalling examples of Canada’s coercive 
and insensitive euthanasia regime.” Read the rest here 
 

 

URUGUAY: The first person to die by assisted suicide has been recorded, after Uruguay legalised 

euthanasia late last year. The “Dignified Death” bill allows assisted suicide for adult Uruguayans who are 
‘mentally competent and in the terminal stage of an incurable disease that causes them suffering’. The 
patient was a 69-year-old woman suffering from terminal cancer. Despite its legality, Uruguayan doctors 
retain the freedom not to perform assisted suicide procedures. Read the rest here 
 

 

CANADA: The Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, headed by Alex Schadenberg, has sought to make an 

intervention in a court case brought forward by the pro-euthanasia group, Dying with Dignity. Dying with 
Dignity is aiming to support the expansion of MAiD to those living with mental illness, arguing that “… 
the exclusion of individuals living with grievous and irremediable mental illness from MAID eligibility is 
discriminatory.” The case comes as parliament is reassessing whether or not Canada will permit assisted 
suicide for mental illness alone. Read the rest here 
 
 

Our website continues to be updated with information on all these topics. Please go to 
https://www.hlpstas.com.au/pro-life-news-from-around-the-world/   

https://news.rcdos.ca/2026/04/28/medically-provided-death-raised-with-vancouver-priest-during-hospital-care-twice/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/27/pro-choice-campaign-malta-lockboxes-containing-abortion-pills
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https://www.msn.com/en-gb/health/other/uruguay-records-first-death-by-euthanasia/ar-AA23RjMi
https://nrlc.org/nrlnewstoday/2026/05/euthanasia-prevention-coalition-seeks-intervention-standing-in-euthanasia-for-mental-illness-case/
https://www.hlpstas.com.au/pro-life-news-from-around-the-world/


 

RESOURCES 
 

1 
Mandy Furlong is a primary school teacher, 
counsellor, ordained pastor and professional 
supervisor in Brisbane, Qld. Mandy is 
reaching out to organisations to share her 
new children’s book, Every Life Matters, 
created to help this generation understand 
the value of life and the role they can play 
in supporting the unborn. Children’s books 
are a powerful tool to sow values and shape 
core beliefs, providing a foundation for a pro-
life worldview that can last a lifetime. 
Her hope is that this book can serve as both 
a teaching resource and a conversation 
starter in families, schools, and 
communities. Most of the profits from Every 
Life Matters will be directed towards 
supporting pro-life organisations and 
unplanned pregnancy centres across 
Australia. The book is available via her 
website at www.raisingrevivalists.com.au 
 
 

“No life is too tiny, too Small or too new; Each one is precious, that much is true!” 
 
A portion of the profits from all books sold through the website will go to support pro-life organisations. 
 

 

MOMMY, PLEASE DON'T CRY: THERE ARE NO TEARS IN HEAVEN  BY LINDA DEY MAZ 
 
“MOMMY, PLEASE DON'T CRY”   

“Is a book of love and comfort for mothers who have experienced the deep sorrow 
of losing a child. Serene illustrations frame gentle words that describe heaven from 

a child's perspective. With room for the reader's personal reflections at the end of the book, every 
page is a poignant gift of hope and healing. "our stories are all different, but our pain is the same," 
writes Linda. "We are mothers who will forever grieve the loss of our children. And yet, there is 
hope for our troubled souls."  
click here to purchase the book: https://a.co/d/0bcvdw4p  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

“THE ABORTION WOUNDED CHURCH” A book that was recommended to me, was, ‘The Abortion 
Wounded Church’. I found this to be a very insightful read. It will help our Priests, religious and 
all of us to tap into the “hidden sin” that so many are afraid to speak of. I highly recommend 
this book to everyone. It is a very short book and easy but not confronting reading.  

The abortion-wounded are everywhere in our churches. Are you prepared to help walk them 
into healing and freedom?” Available through AMAZON  

http://www.raisingrevivalists.com.au/
https://a.co/d/0bCvdW4P


 

MEMBERSHIPS AND DONATIONS 
We are encouraging anyone, no matter what your religion might be, with the same views and values as 
the Human Life Protection Society to consider joining us. There is a $10 annual fee, however, if you are 
having financial difficulties, don’t let that stand in your way, just go to the contact details below. 
 

You may go to www.hlpstas.com.au/memberships or if you would prefer, contact our President, Anne 
Sherston, for more information directly, you can email at president@hlpstas.com.au or call 
0407704539. 
 

 
If you wish to make a one-off donation or you would like to make a regular donation, please go to our 
website, www.hlpstas.com.au/support   or  
you may make a direct deposit to: 
BSB:  633000  
A/C: 172474595    
 

 

MEMO to our Members 
HLPS need more people who can help us continue the good work that was started by our founders 
over 50 years ago. We currently meet on the first Monday of each month, at 11am, for approx. 1 ½ hrs. 
We endeavour to run on time. The venue is St Francis Xavier Church Hall, Anglesea St, South Hobart. 
For those who work and are willing, an evening or Saturday meeting could be arranged. We will be 
happy to meet with you and give you a run down on how we work. We are pretty down-to-earth and 
would love to have more of you on board. Don’t be backward in coming forward, we would love to 
hear from you. Email: president@hlpstas.com.au  
 

The end of the financial year will be soon upon us in a matter of a few weeks. Membership Dues 
need to be paid by June 30th 2026. Cost: $10. If you are having financial difficulties, please let Anne 
Sherston know, don’t let this hold you back. Email Anne Sherston at president@hlpstas.com.au  
 
 

If you have any ideas you would like to put to the committee, please don’t hesitate to contact our 
President, Anne Sherston via email president@hlpstas.com.au  
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